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INTRODUCTION‌ ‌ 

As‌ ‌we‌ ‌commence‌ ‌a‌ ‌new‌‌series,‌‌‘Spiritual‌‌Integrity,’‌‌we‌‌want‌‌to‌‌begin‌‌by‌‌explaining‌‌the‌‌meaning‌‌of‌‌the‌‌                                   
word.‌ ‌The‌ ‌dictionary‌ ‌defines‌ ‌‘integrity’‌ ‌as‌ ‌“the‌ ‌quality‌ ‌of‌ ‌being‌ ‌honest‌ ‌and‌ ‌having‌ ‌strong‌ ‌moral‌‌                             
principles.”‌ ‌As‌‌believers‌‌in‌‌Christ,‌‌we‌‌need‌‌to‌‌realise‌‌‌there‌‌is‌‌a‌‌big‌‌difference‌‌between‌‌what‌‌the‌‌world‌‌                                   
considers‌ ‌to‌ ‌be‌ ‌integrity‌ ‌and‌ ‌what‌ ‌the‌ ‌Bible‌ ‌teaches‌ ‌about‌ ‌integrity.‌ ‌ 

THE‌ ‌WORLD’S‌ ‌UNDERSTANDING‌ ‌OF‌ ‌INTEGRITY‌ ‌ 

The‌ ‌individual‌ ‌without‌ ‌the‌ ‌knowledge‌ ‌of‌ ‌God‌ ‌and‌ ‌His‌ ‌Word‌ ‌has‌ ‌a‌ ‌“self-adopted”‌ ‌theory‌ ‌about‌ ‌what‌‌                               
integrity‌‌is:‌‌typically,‌‌the‌‌world‌‌measures‌‌integrity‌‌by‌‌how‌‌a‌‌person‌‌abides‌‌by‌‌the‌‌law.‌‌In‌‌other‌‌words,‌‌if‌‌it‌‌                                       
is‌ ‌“legal”‌‌in‌‌Australia,‌‌it’s‌‌okay.‌‌This‌‌is‌‌a‌‌self-made‌‌standard‌‌and‌‌the‌‌individual’s‌‌conscience‌‌is‌‌appeased‌ ‌                                 
without‌ ‌the‌ ‌person‌ ‌realising‌ ‌they‌ ‌miss‌ ‌true‌ ‌integrity:‌ ‌‌spiritual‌ ‌integrity‌ ‌according‌ ‌to‌ ‌God’s‌ ‌Word.‌ ‌                            
Anything‌ ‌else‌ ‌has‌ ‌no‌ ‌eternal‌ ‌value.‌ ‌ 

“Man-made”‌‌or‌‌worldly‌‌integrity‌‌is‌‌produced‌‌by‌‌the‌‌flesh.‌‌Remember,‌‌the‌‌works‌‌of‌‌the‌‌flesh‌‌produce‌‌no‌‌                                 
good‌‌thing‌‌(John‌‌6:63).‌‌Christians‌‌can‌‌mix‌‌their‌‌concept‌‌of‌‌“integrity”‌‌such‌‌that‌‌it‌‌is‌‌partly‌‌according‌‌to‌‌                                   
the‌‌Bible‌‌and‌‌partly‌‌according‌‌to‌‌self‌‌and‌‌the‌‌world’s‌‌standards.‌‌This‌‌means‌‌they‌‌don’t‌‌have‌‌their‌‌mind‌‌                                   
renewed‌ ‌with‌ ‌the‌ ‌Word‌ ‌of‌ ‌God.‌ ‌This‌ ‌will‌‌bring‌‌double-mindedness,‌‌because‌‌such‌‌a‌‌believer‌‌has‌‌both‌‌                               
light‌ ‌and‌ ‌also‌ ‌darkness‌ ‌in‌ ‌their‌ ‌conscience.‌ ‌ 

TRUE‌ ‌SPIRITUAL‌ ‌INTEGRITY‌ ‌ 

The‌‌Bible‌‌has‌‌much‌‌to‌‌say‌‌about‌‌spiritual‌‌integrity,‌‌honesty,‌‌and‌‌living‌‌a‌‌blameless‌‌life.‌‌It‌‌also‌‌speaks‌‌of‌‌                                     
sincerity,‌ ‌loyalty,‌ ‌obedience,‌‌character‌‌and‌‌other‌‌qualities,‌‌but‌‌let’s‌‌remember‌‌we‌‌cannot‌‌create‌‌any‌‌of‌‌                             
these‌ ‌qualities‌ ‌ourselves,‌ ‌they‌ ‌are‌ ‌only‌ ‌produced‌ ‌by‌ ‌the‌ ‌Holy‌ ‌Spirit.‌ ‌ 

Galatians‌ ‌5:22‌ ‌(Wuest‌ ‌translation)‌ ‌ 
“But‌ ‌the‌ ‌fruit‌ ‌of‌ ‌the‌ ‌Spirit‌ ‌is‌ ‌love,‌ ‌joy,‌ ‌peace,‌ ‌long-suffering,‌ ‌kindness,‌ ‌goodness,‌ ‌faithfulness,‌‌                           
meekness,‌ ‌self-control.‌ ‌Against‌ ‌such‌ ‌things‌ ‌as‌ ‌these‌ ‌there‌ ‌is‌ ‌no‌ ‌law.”‌ ‌ 

Unrighteousness‌ ‌comes‌ ‌from‌ ‌sin,‌ ‌and‌ ‌in‌ ‌order‌ ‌to‌ ‌sin,‌ ‌our‌ ‌conscience‌ ‌has‌ ‌to‌ ‌“give‌ ‌us‌ ‌permission”.‌ ‌ 

Our‌‌conscience‌‌will‌‌reflect‌‌the‌‌degree‌‌of‌‌integrity‌‌in‌‌us.‌‌The‌‌conscience‌‌can‌‌be‌‌violated‌‌when‌‌a‌‌person’s‌‌                                   
adopted‌‌level‌‌of‌‌integrity‌‌is‌‌disregarded.‌‌In‌‌order‌‌to‌‌violate‌‌our‌‌conscience,‌‌we‌‌need‌‌to‌‌somehow‌‌justify‌‌                                 
or‌ ‌rationalise‌ ‌the‌ ‌reason‌ ‌we‌ ‌are‌ ‌violating‌ ‌it.‌ ‌ 

In‌‌the‌‌Old‌‌Testament,‌‌the‌‌Hebrew‌‌word‌ ‌“TAMIM,”‌‌translated‌‌“integrity”‌‌is‌‌defined‌‌as‌‌“the‌‌condition‌‌of‌‌                               
being‌ ‌without‌ ‌blemish,‌ ‌completeness,‌ ‌sincerity,‌ ‌soundness,‌ ‌uprightness,‌ ‌wholeness.”‌ ‌Integrity‌ ‌in‌ ‌the‌‌                     
New‌ ‌Testament‌ ‌means‌ ‌“honesty‌ ‌and‌  ‌submission‌ ‌to‌ ‌God’s‌ ‌Word‌ ‌in‌ ‌obedience.”‌ ‌ 
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Spiritual‌ ‌integrity‌ ‌is‌ ‌therefore‌ ‌obeying‌ ‌God’s‌ ‌Word‌ ‌‌to‌ ‌our‌ ‌best‌ ‌ability‌.‌ ‌ 

JESUS,‌ ‌OUR‌ ‌EXAMPLE‌ ‌ 

Jesus‌‌is‌‌the‌‌perfect‌‌example‌‌of‌‌a‌‌man‌‌of‌‌integrity.‌ ‌After‌‌He‌‌was‌‌baptised,‌‌He‌‌went‌‌into‌‌the‌‌wilderness‌‌to‌‌                                       
fast‌‌for‌‌forty‌‌days‌‌and‌‌nights,‌‌during‌‌which‌‌time‌‌Satan‌‌came‌‌to‌‌Him‌‌at‌‌His‌‌weakest‌‌to‌‌try‌‌‌to‌‌compromise‌‌                                       
His‌ ‌integrity‌ ‌and‌ ‌corrupt‌ ‌Him‌.‌ ‌Jesus‌ ‌was‌ ‌wholly‌ ‌man‌ ‌and‌ ‌wholly‌ ‌God‌ ‌at‌ ‌the‌ ‌same‌ ‌time,‌ ‌and‌ ‌He‌ ‌was‌‌                                     
tempted‌ ‌in‌ ‌every‌ ‌way‌ ‌we‌ ‌are,‌ ‌yet‌ ‌never‌ ‌sinned‌ ‌(Hebrews‌ ‌4:15).‌ ‌This‌ ‌is‌ ‌the‌ ‌definition‌ ‌of‌ ‌integrity.‌ ‌ 

Christians‌ ‌are‌ ‌called‌ ‌to‌ ‌be‌‌like‌‌Jesus.‌‌In‌‌Christ,‌‌we‌‌are‌‌new‌‌creations‌‌and‌‌by‌‌grace,‌‌are‌‌now‌‌considered‌‌                                     
without‌ ‌blemish‌ ‌before‌ ‌God‌ ‌(2‌ ‌Corinthians‌ ‌5:17).‌ ‌ 

Colossians‌ ‌3:17,23‌ ‌(Wuest‌ ‌translation)‌ 
“And‌ ‌all,‌ ‌whatever‌ ‌you‌ ‌do‌ ‌in‌ ‌the‌ ‌sphere‌ ‌of‌ ‌word‌ ‌or‌ ‌deed,‌ ‌do‌ ‌all‌ ‌in‌ ‌the‌ ‌Name‌ ‌of‌ ‌the‌ ‌Lord‌ ‌Jesus,‌‌                                         
constantly‌ ‌giving‌ ‌thanks‌ ‌to‌ ‌God‌ ‌the‌ ‌Father‌ ‌through‌ ‌Him.”‌ ‌ 

Integrity‌ ‌in‌ ‌our‌ ‌world‌ ‌today‌ ‌is‌ ‌always‌ ‌tarnished‌ ‌by‌ ‌moral‌ ‌corruption.‌ ‌Christians‌ ‌should‌ ‌be‌ ‌those‌ ‌who‌‌                               
cannot‌ ‌be‌ ‌bribed‌ ‌or‌ ‌compromised‌ ‌because‌ ‌we‌ ‌serve‌ ‌God‌ ‌rather‌ ‌than‌ ‌men.‌ ‌ ‌   

Acts‌ ‌5:29‌ ‌(Wuest‌ ‌translation)‌ ‌ 
Then,‌‌answering,‌‌Peter‌‌and‌‌the‌‌apostles‌‌said,‌‌It‌‌is‌‌a‌‌necessity‌‌in‌‌the‌‌nature‌‌of‌‌the‌‌case‌‌to‌‌be‌‌obeying‌‌                                       
God‌ ‌rather‌ ‌than‌ ‌men.‌ ‌ 

We‌ ‌are‌ ‌to‌ ‌be‌ ‌people‌ ‌who‌ ‌keep‌ ‌our‌ ‌word.‌‌ ‌  

Matthew‌ ‌5:37‌ ‌(Wuest‌ ‌translation)‌ ‌ 
“but‌‌let‌‌your‌‌word‌‌be,‌‌Yes,‌‌Yes,‌‌No,‌‌No;‌‌and‌‌that‌‌which‌‌is‌‌more‌‌than‌‌these‌‌things‌‌is‌‌of‌‌the‌‌evil‌‌which‌‌is‌‌                                             
in‌ ‌active‌ ‌opposition‌ ‌to‌ ‌the‌ ‌good.”‌ ‌ 

Living‌‌with‌‌integrity‌‌in‌‌a‌‌world‌‌where‌‌corruption‌‌has‌‌become‌‌the‌‌‘norm’‌‌-‌‌not‌‌to‌‌mention‌‌our‌‌battle‌‌with‌‌                                     
our‌ ‌own‌ ‌sin‌ ‌nature‌ ‌-‌ ‌is‌ ‌challenging.‌ ‌This‌ ‌next‌ ‌Scripture‌ ‌gives‌ ‌us‌ ‌encouragement:‌ ‌ 

1‌ ‌Peter‌ ‌3:13-18‌ ‌(Wuest‌ ‌translation)‌ ‌ 
And‌ ‌who‌ ‌is‌ ‌he‌ ‌that‌ ‌will‌ ‌do‌ ‌you‌ ‌evil‌ ‌if‌ ‌you‌ ‌become‌ ‌zealots‌ ‌of‌ ‌the‌ ‌good?‌ ‌But‌ ‌if‌ ‌even‌ ‌you‌ ‌should‌‌                                         
perchance‌‌suffer‌‌for‌‌the‌‌sake‌‌of‌‌righteousness,‌‌you‌‌are‌‌spiritually‌‌prosperous‌‌ones.‌‌Moreover,‌‌do‌‌not‌‌                             
be‌‌affected‌‌with‌‌fear‌‌of‌‌them‌‌by‌‌the‌‌fear‌‌which‌‌they‌‌strive‌‌to‌‌inspire‌‌in‌‌you,‌‌neither‌‌become‌‌agitated,‌‌                                     
but‌ ‌set‌ ‌apart‌ ‌Christ‌ ‌as‌ ‌Lord‌ ‌in‌ ‌your‌ ‌hearts,‌ ‌always‌ ‌being‌ ‌those‌ ‌who‌ ‌are‌ ‌ready‌ ‌to‌ ‌present‌ ‌a‌ ‌verbal‌‌                                     
defense‌‌to‌‌everyone‌‌who‌‌asks‌‌you‌‌for‌‌a‌‌logical‌‌explanation‌‌concerning‌‌the‌‌hope‌‌which‌‌is‌‌in‌‌all‌‌of‌‌you,‌‌                                     
but‌ ‌doing‌ ‌this‌ ‌with‌ ‌meekness‌ ‌and‌ ‌a‌ ‌wholesome‌‌serious‌‌caution,‌‌having‌‌a‌‌conscience‌‌unimpaired,‌‌in‌‌                             
order‌‌that‌‌in‌‌the‌‌very‌‌thing‌‌in‌‌which‌‌they‌‌defame‌‌you,‌‌they‌‌may‌‌be‌‌put‌‌to‌‌shame,‌‌those‌‌who‌‌spitefully‌‌                                       
abuse,‌ ‌insult,‌ ‌and‌ ‌traduce‌ ‌your‌ ‌good‌ ‌behavior‌ ‌which‌ ‌is‌ ‌in‌‌Christ;‌‌for‌‌it‌‌is‌‌better‌‌when‌‌doing‌‌good,‌‌if‌‌                                     
perchance‌‌it‌‌be‌‌the‌‌will‌‌of‌‌God‌‌that‌‌you‌‌be‌‌suffering,‌‌rather‌‌than‌‌when‌‌doing‌‌evil.‌‌Because‌‌Christ‌‌also‌‌                                     
died‌‌once‌‌for‌‌all‌‌in‌‌relation‌‌to‌‌sins,‌‌a‌‌just‌‌One‌‌on‌‌behalf‌‌of‌‌unjust‌‌ones,‌‌in‌‌order‌‌that‌‌He‌‌might‌‌provide‌‌                                           
you‌‌with‌‌an‌‌entree‌‌into‌‌the‌‌presence‌‌of‌‌God,‌‌having‌‌in‌‌fact‌‌been‌‌put‌‌to‌‌death‌‌with‌‌respect‌‌to‌‌the‌‌flesh‌‌                                         
[His‌ ‌human‌ ‌body],‌ ‌but‌ ‌made‌ ‌alive‌ ‌with‌ ‌respect‌ ‌to‌ ‌the‌ ‌spirit‌ ‌[His‌ ‌human‌ ‌spirit]‌.‌ ‌ ‌   
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